Trith FOF Teens_=-

The Folly of “Praise Worship”

In today’s religions, “praise worship” [groups leading during song service, clapping hands, shouting] is added
to many denominational services. Accompaniment of bands, instrumental music contribute to the program of
entertainment. The reasoning? Traditional worship is boring and not working! God speaking, or man?

Who set the guidelines that determine the way our worship to God is to be presented? God or man? God
defined the avenues of worship within the scriptures, and any change reflects a concept of a self instilled
righteousness of men. Paul writes of this type of attitude in Romans 10:1-3, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For | bear them record that they have a zeal of God,
but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish
their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.” [emphasis added]. Our
attitude must be based upon knowledge of God’s word, and it must be done with the right attitude. To add
anything new to the worship of God, and call it worship is to create our own righteousness. To place things in
worship because the “old” way is not meeting needs, is boring or is “not working” is to have the wrong attitude
in worship. When we worship, it is all about God, not about self. We worship God because He is worthy of our
worship. Psalm 18:3.

“Let all things be done decently and in order,” 1 Corinthians 14:40. The Bible says that when we make music
in worship to God it is to be through singing: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord,” Colossians 3:16, see also, Ephesians 5:19. To sing, one needs to have words or lyrics.
Whistling is not singing; humming is not singing; clapping is not singing. In Psalm 85:8, it says, “I will hear
what God the Lord will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn
again to folly.” “Folly” as defined by the Thesaurus is foolishness, idiocy, and recklessness; i.e., senselessness,
thoughtlessness. The antonym of the word is “wisdom.” How wise are those who give authority for “praise
worship” in their attempt to honor God? All the ways that man tries to add to worship adds to his own self-
righteousness to the worship of God.

We must make sure that our worship is pleasing to God and not pleasing to self. We must worship in the way
that God has taught us to worship. God has taught us to worship Him with singing that teaches and
admonishes. God’s Word does not give inspired words that suggest His acceptance of this manner of worship.
Apostle John exhorts us, “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the
fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name,” Hebrews 13:25. “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good,”

1 Thessalonians 5:21.

“For 1 testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book,
If any man shall add unto these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:

And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city,
and from the things which are written in this book.”

Revelation 22:18-19
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A PUBLICATION FOR
TODAY’S TEENS IN TOMORROW’S WORLD

“Truth For Teens” — Our Mission

Truth For Teens is a bi-monthly publication with a circulation
of over 500 to youth throughout the United States. This is
possible because a group of men and women feel a need to
provide healthy, helpful information to our youth as they deal
with daily situations.

This publication is supported and funded by contributions of
individuals and congregations of area churches of Christ. By
their support we are able to continue the publication and mailing
without charge to our youth. This missionary program is non-
profit and tax deductible. All contributions are used
appropriately for the printing and mailing of the issues.
Financial help from those who would like to join in this outreach
program to our youth will allow us to continue publication. Most
important are the prayers of Christians for the success of this
endeavor.

An account has been set up in the name of Truth for Teens
Publication. Checks can be made to that account and mailed to
P. O. Box 581, Manor, Texas 78653. This is a non-profit
publication.

If you would like to advertise an event, or include an article for
the publication, please mail it to our publication address or email
to tftpub@austin.rr.com.

To send this publication to a friend, please complete the form
below and mail to TFT Publications, PO Box 581, Manor, TX
78653. Please print clearly.
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“Teen Talk” Articles and Reviews

Truth For Teens is an avenue open to anyone desiring to
write articles or reviews for the Teen features. If you would
like to publish a message to your peers, inspirational,
spiritual or covering everyday issues, you can send it through
our web site, www.truthforteens.org, or mail to P.0. Box 581,
Manor, Texas 78653, or email to tftpub@austin.rr.com. Space
is limited to one column length [approximately 600 words in
11 point type]. It must include your name, address, school
classification and place of worship. If you have a change of
address, please notify us at the above address so our records
will remain updated.
Editor’s note: We reserve the right to exclude items we
deem unacceptable, using God’s Word as our guide.

The Book of James
[NKJV]

1. What does James say his relationship is to God and
Jesus?
a. Son God & brother to Jesus
b. servant of God and Jesus Christ

c. fellow laborer
d. Apostle

2. To whom is the Book of James written?
a. Christians at Jerusalem c. Gentiles
b. The twelve tribes d. Saints at Rome

3. Falling into various trials should cause what?

a. blessings c. faith
b. joy d. pain
4. The testing of one’s faith produces what?
a. joy C. strife
b. longsuffering d. patience

5. What may we be if we let patience have its perfect
work?
a. tossed by the wind
b. ready for every good work
c. longsuffering & patient
d. perfect & complete

6. What can we receive from God if we ask for it?
a. wisdom C. money
b. patience d. knowledge

7. When we ask God, we should ask in
a. hope c. confidence
b. time of great need d. faith

8. How is a person who doubts described?
a. like a leaf in the wind
b. like grass of a field
c. like ground dried by the Sun
d. like a wave of the sea

9. What more does James say of a person who asks
something of God, yet doubts that he will receive it?
a. He is one who will not receive anything from the
Lord.
b. He is a double-minded man.
c. He is unstable in all his ways.
d. All of the above.

10. James 1:9-10 contrasts what two people?
a. men and women
b. Jew and Gentile
c. rich and poor
d. Christian and non-Christian

11. In what should the lowly brother glory?
a. His poverty c. His humiliation
b. His exaltation d. His faith
[Answers on Back Page]



“Undenoninational Christianity”

What denomination were Matthew, James, Peter,
and Paul members of? Finding the answer to this
question will change your concept of Christianity.

Even the casual reader of the Bible realizes that the
hierarchy of modern religion, complete with a
clergy/laity relationship is vastly different from
Christianity one reads about in the Bible. He sees the
simplicity of worship in the Bible and marvels at how
much has changed as he looks at modern religion. He
does not have to be a great scholar to see that the
moral precepts found in the Bible are ignored by those
who claim to follow Jesus, and are being replaced by
a new moral ethic with everyone free to determine
right and wrong.

To have undenominational Christianity one must go
back beyond the start of all denominations. He must
go back beyond all ecclesiastical gatherings of church
leaders which result in changes to what Jesus had in
mind. Jesus came to establish the church (Matthew
16:18), and gave His blood to purchase it (Acts
20:28).

What denomination were those early disciples part
of? They were not members of any denomination.
They were just Christians, devoted to Jesus, who
worked and worshiped with others who sought to be
simply Christians. Let us return to His way, to His
morals, to His church! Dan Jenkins, Palm Beach
Lakes church of Christ, Florida

Planting Seeds of God’s Word
— God Gives the Increase

It doesn’t take a degree in agriculture to understand the
success of sowing the right seed. Paul, the inspired writer
to the church at Galatia, told the brethren that “whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap,” Galatians 6:7. To
find the right seed for Christians, God’s Word provides
terms that produce a bountiful harvest.

If you plant honesty, you will reap trust.

If you plant goodness, you will reap friends.

If you plant humility, you will reap greatness.

If you plant perseverance, you will reap contentment.

If you plant consideration, you will reap perspective.

If you plant hard work, you will reap success.

If you plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation.
“But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully. God gives the increase, 1 Corinthians 3:6.

Just for Today

I will not strike back. If someone is rude, if
someone is impatient, if someone is unkind, I will not
respond in that way. “Dearly beloved, avenge not
yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the
Lord,” Romans 12:19.

I will ask God to bless my enemy. If | come
across someone who treats me harshly or unfairly, |
will quietly ask God to bless that individual. “But I
say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you,”
Matthew 5:44. | understand my enemy could be a
family member, a neighbour, a co-worker, or a
stranger.

I will be careful about what I say. I will carefully
choose and guard my words, being certain that | do not
spread gossip. “And the tongue is a fire, a world of
iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it
defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course
of nature; and it is set on fire of hell,” James 3:6.

I will go the second mile. I will find ways to help
share the burden of another person. “And whosoever
shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain,”
Matthew 5:41.

I will forgive. | will forgive those who hurt me.
“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do,” Luke 23:34.

I will secretly do something kind for someone. |
will reach out anonymously and bless the life of
another. “And be ye kind one to another tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake
hath forgiven you,” Ephesians 5:32.

I will treat others the way | wish to be treated.
I will practice “the Golden Rule.” “Therefore all
things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the
prophets,” Matthew 7:12.

I will raise the spirits of someone who is
discouraged. My smile, my words, my expressions
of concern and support can make a difference to
someone facing a challenge. “Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace, and things
wherewith one may edify another,” Romans 14:19.

I will grow spiritually. 1 will spend more time in
study, prayer, and meditation. I will retreat from life’s
pressures and distractions and seek to learn God’s will.
“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now
and for ever. Amen,” 2 Peter 3:18. House to House.



Honoring Our Dads

</

Dadisms On Life

e Who said life was supposed to be fair?

o Always say please and thank you. That
way, you get more.

o If you forget, you'll be grounded till the
end of the world.

e Shake it off. It's only pain.

e A little pain never hurt anybody.

e Don't take yourself so seriously, take
what you do seriously!

e You're always a winner if you lose with a
smile.

e Four things come not back: time past,
the spoken word, the sped arrow and a
missed opportunity.

o Life is a journey and you've just reached
one of many speed bumps to come.

e If you want to do something, do it
because you want to. Don't do it
because someone else did.

e As long as you tried your hardest, that's
all that matters.

o If ifs and buts were candy and nuts then
we'd all have a merry Christmas.

o Don't believe anything you hear and
only half of what you see.

o If you're gonna be dumb, you've gotta
be tough.

e« Worrying about things you can't change
is like a rocking chair... it gives you
something to do, but it doesn't get you
anywhere.

e It's hard to be good, and easy to be
bad.

e Don't tell on anybody unless you tell on
yourself first.

e The first liar don't stand a chance.

e Laugh at yourself first, you'll take the
bite out of others doing so for you.

Author Unknown

Father’s Day
June 20, 2010

What Makes A Dad

God took the strength of a mountain,
The majesty of a tree,
The warmth of a summer sun,
The calm of a quiet sea,

The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages,
The power of the eagle's flight,

The joy of a morning in spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,
The patience of eternity,
The depth of a family need,

Then God combined these qualities,
When there was nothing more to add,
He knew His masterpiece was complete,
And so, He called it ... Dad
~ Author Unknown

Through the Years

4 years: My Daddy can do anything!

7 years: My Dad knows a lot...a whole lot.

8 years: My father does not know quite
everything.

Oh well, naturally Father does not
know that either.

Oh, Father? He is hopelessly old-
fashioned.

Oh, that man-he is out of date!

He knows a little bit about it, but not
much.

I must find out what Dad thinks
about it.

Before we decide, we will get Dad's
idea first.

What would Dad have thought about
that?

My Dad knew literally everything!

I wish I could talk it over with Dad
once more.

12 years:
14 years:

21 years:
25 years:

30 years:
35 years:
50 years:

60 years:
65 years:



Mark Your Calendar - - - Summer Camp at Central

The Joy of Serving
July 21 - 24, 2010

Invite your friends to share in doing service to God and Mankind

Central church of Christ 2221 Gregg Lane
512 670-3803 Pflugerville, Texas
Jesus First
The Joy of Serving Orthers in Between
Yourself Last

Mark your calendar July 21 — 24 for the annual Summer Youth Camp sponsored by Central church of Christ at
Pflugerville. Our theme this year is The Joy of Serving with opportunities planned to do service that will glorify God.
Our agenda for this second year will include doing service to God and Mankind. A critique of last year’s schedule and
activities was very positive. The fellowship was enjoyed and the services performed were productive — visits to senior
residents’ centers and members in the hospital; around the house tasks for senior citizens, devotionals, door knocking in
the area, crafts and recreation.

Registration is $80.00, and includes housing, food and camp t-shirt. A registration form is included in this issue. We
invite you to participate in our activities.

Please return your registration form and fee by July 15 to Central church of Christ, P. O. Box 2343, Pflugerville, TX
78691.

What Can Happen Because of Your Friendship?

It is important for everyone to know the tremendous power of friendship. You being a true Christian friend to someone
else can cause good things to happen in their lives. I personally don’t know where I would be today were it not for the
powerful influence of my friends. Family and friends are those who know you the best, and love you anyway. Friends
and family are those who come in when the rest of the world goes out. You are blessed if you have friends, and you are a
blessing if you are a friend to others. What can happen because of your friendship?

Because of your friendship others may choose God: Naomi’s influence was so strong that Ruth chose her God (Ruth
1:16-18). Your influence can cause others to choose God. Your influence can cause a friend who believes in Jesus to be
stronger in the Lord.

Because of your friendship others can be refreshed: “For we have great joy and consolation in your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been refreshed by you, brother” (Philemon 7, NKJV). In a world that beats people down what a
blessing it is to be refreshed by Christian friends who truly love and care. In today’s world true friendship is refreshing!

Because of your friendship others can have their burdens shared “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ” (Galatians 6:2, NKJV). People all around us are being crushed beneath the burdens of life. A true friend will be
there to help lighten the load of those who are hurting.

Because of your friendship others may give Jesus a chance: In John 1 we find Philip being a true friend to Nathaniel.
“Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law, and also the prophets wrote ...
“Come and see’” (John 1:45-46 NKJV). People may give Jesus a chance if they have a friend who utters three simple
words — come and see.

As a Christian friend you should recognize the good things that can happen in God’s work because of you. The life of a
Christian is a blessed life. The life of a Christian friend is also a blessing to others. What will happen because of your
friendship? Bobby O’Dell, Naples church of Christ, Naples, Florida.



Both statements cannot be true! He who believes and is not baptized will be saved.

He who believes and is baptized will be saved.
or

Baptism does not save us.

Baptism does now save us.

John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.” “Believing” develops faith — “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your
sins: for if ye believe not that [ am he, ye shall die in your sins,” John 8:24.

Believing and faith in God’s Word advances the desire to do all that God has commanded. Building on the desire to
have that “everlasting life,” a home in heaven, requires that we follow through with God’s commands in obtaining
salvation. In his sermon on Mars’ hill, Paul said, “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth
all men everywhere to repent: because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by
that man [Christ.ed] whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him
from the dead,” Acts 17:30-31. In Jesus’ own words in Luke 13:3, He says, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish.” A part of repentance and godly sorrow is confessing your belief “that God hath raised him from
the dead ... for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation,”
Romans 10:9-10. Jesus says, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my
Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will | also deny before my Father which is in
heaven,” Matthew 10:32-33.

This faith and belief requires the believer to do all that is commanded in the Gospel of Christ, the death, burial and
resurrection of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. This includes the baptism, immersion, that washes away sins and saves,
“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God), by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” 1 Peter 3:21. Jesus commands it, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned,” Mark 16:16.

And the blessing received is, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new,” 2 Corinthians 5:17. The promise of Christ is given in Revelation 2:10, “... be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” Christians are commanded to “Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” Matthew 28:19. Becoming a
Christian is just the beginning. Verse 20 of Matthew 28 reads, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever [ have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world,” for example, worship, benevolence,
evangelism, and edification.

Cases of Conversion

Directions: Match the converts with the chapter:

1. _ Saul of Tarsus a. Acts 2:1-47
2. __ Pnhilippian jailor b. Acts 8:5-13
3. __ 3,000 on Pentecost c. Acts 8:26-40
4. __ Ethiopian eunuch/treasurer d. Acts 9, 22, 26
5. __ Samaritans e. Acts 10, 11
6. __ Corinthians f. Acts 16:9-15
7. __ Lydia g. Acts 16:23-34
8. __ Cornelius h. Acts 18:8

Match a name above with these quotes:

1. “They that gladly received his word were baptized.”
2. “Many of the hearing believed, and were baptized.”

3. “He received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.”

4. “And they went down both into water, both Philip and the ; and he baptized him.”
5. “But when they believed ... they were baptized, both men and women.”
6
7
8

. “He commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.”

. “The same hour of the night ... was baptized, he and all his, straightway.”

. “She attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized ....”
www.house to house.com. Answers on last page.
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AcCross
1 "For thou shalt worship no other god: for the Lord, whose
nameis___ ,isajealous God." Exodus 34:14

3 "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is___ Lord." Deuteronomy
6:4

6 "In the beginning created the heaven and the earth."
Genesis 1:1
7 "Now unto the King , immortal, invisible, the only wise

God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 1 Timothy

1:17

9 "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” John 17:3

10 "God isa : and they that worship him must worship him
in spirit and in truth." John 4:24
11 "Therefore saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the One of

Israel, Ah, | will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of
mine enemies." Isaiah 1:24

Double Puzzle

A Commandment of God
Unscramble each of the clue words.
Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the
same number. Answer on back page.
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Down

2 “And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God ____ reigneth."
Revelation 19:6

4 "Before the Lord: for he cometh, for he comethto ___ the
earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people
with his truth." Psalm 96:13

5 "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the _ of God, and
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.”

2 Corinthians 13:14

6 "O Lord, how _are thy works! and thy thoughts are very
deep.” Psalm 92:5

8 "And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know thatthe _ God is
among you, ..." Joshua 3:10

Isn’t it strange — how two hours seem so long when
you’re at church, and how short they seem when you’re
watching a good movie?

Isn’t it strange — that you can’t find a word to say when
you’re praying, but you have no trouble thinking what to
talk about with a friend?

Isn’t it strange — how difficult and boring it is to read one
chapter of the Bible, but how easy it is to read 100 pages of
a popular novel?

Isn’t it strange — how everyone wants front-row tickets to
concerts or games, but they do whatever is possible to sit at
the last row in church?

Isn’t it strange — how difficult it is to learn a fact about
God, to share it with others, but how easy it is to learn,
understand, extend and repeat gossip?

Isn’t it strange — how we believe everything that
magazines and newspapers say, but we question the words
of the Bible?

Isn’t it strange — How everyone wants a place in heaven,
but they don’t want to believe, do, or say anything to get
there?

Isn’t it strange — how | can be more worried about what
other people think of me than what God thinks of me?
Isn’t it sad — how simple it is for people to trash God and
then wonder why the world is falling apart?

Isn’t it strange — how someone can say “I believe in God,”
but still follow Satan (who also “believes” in God)!

A Stranger in a New Locale?

A break from school is a time some must move to new
locations and a new school. Loneliness has a tendency to
step in until we become acquainted with those around us.
Below are some things that will bring you new friends and
help your loneliness:

1. Beinterested. Don’t try to be interesting.

2. Bepleasing. Don’t expect to be pleased.

3. Be entertaining. Don’t wait to be entertained.

4. Be helpful. Don’t ask to be helped.

5. Belovable. Don’t wait to be loved.

These acts will change your life!



WHERE IN THE BIBLE WILLI FIND ...

THE CHURCH’S MISSION?

...Since the church belongs to Christ by reason of the purchase price He paid (Acts 20:28), He
has the right and the authority to determine its mission. The church has not been authorized by
its founder to provide entertainment, to revolutionize the world politicallly or to become “user
friendly!” The church may have — and in many cases has had — a bearing on each of these areas.
But these are not the primary reasons for the church’s existence. The church of Jesus Christ has
been commissioned of God to reach the lost — both the alien sinner and the erring child of God.
Matthew ends his gospel record with these words: “Go therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever |
have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:19-20). James encourages
all Christians — not just elders and preachers — to bring back into the fold erring brothers. “Brethren, if any of you do err
from the truth, and one convert him; let him know, that he which converts a sinner from the error of his way shall save a
soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20). God’s people have a sacred obligation to build each
other up in the most holy faith. Elders obviously must provide the leadershp in this as in other areas of Christian
stewardship. But every Christian should help his brother and sister to grow in grace and in knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works: not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another; and so much more, as you see
the day approaching” (Heb. 10:24-25). The body of Christ must look after the physical needs of our own brothers and
sisters in Christ (Gal. 6:10). But our responsibilities for helping the needy extends far beyond our own members. “Be not
forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unaware. Remember them tht are in bonds, as
with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body” (Heb. 13:2-3). —Where In The Bible
Will I Find..., |. D. Byars, Volume 1, pp. 260.
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